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have agreed not to strike until September 1920. That breaks
up the Triple Alliance. The strike came too soon for the
colliers and transport workers. They were not ready. Now we
have detached the railway men. I think the result of the strike
will have a most salutary influence."

j ITH>__Golfed with L. G.. We talked of novels. He said

he had read The Cloister and the Hearth six or eight times when
a youth.  Kidnapped was another favourite, also The Three
Musketeers  and   The  Count of Monte  Cristo.  His favourite
character in fiction is in Kidnapped. We spoke of his speech at
the Mansion House on Tuesday regarding the lessons of the
strike. He said he did not deliver the speech he had prepared,
but spoke extempore from notes made in the room. His
prepared speech had not met with the approval of his secre-
taries, and, although annoyed at their criticism, he acted on
their opinion. L. G. told me that he had stood alone in urging
a settlement. All those acting with him were anxious to defeat
and punish the strikers. He, however, thought this a mistake
and that the result of such a policy would be an aftermath of
hatred and dissatisfaction which would be most prejudicial to
the country. He was glad he was not at Downing Street on the
Saturday when the men came to see the Government. Fresh
air and exercise help to calm the mind and to give one the right
point of view. On Saturday he sat about in the garden, and on
Sunday, when he saw the deputation, he was able to look at
matters in a reasonable way.

(Hartshorn1 tells me that the Trade Unionists who went
to Downing Street say that Bonar Law was far more concilia-
tory than L. G.)

The Rusholme election will be instructive. The result is
to be declared on the 2Oth. Labour ought to be the real
Opposition. The Wee Frees2 represent nothing. They are
more reactionary than the Conservatives.

L. G. and I spoke of the miners7 claim to nationalisation.
L. G. described their real object as being the appropriation of

1 Later the Rt. Hon. Vernon Hartshorn; President South Wales Miners'
Federation; d. 1931.

2 The small remnant of Independent Liberals who emerged from toe
" Coupon " election of 1918.